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DearCouncil ChairToddApo, and BudgetChairNestorGarcia,
and memhersof the Coinii ittee

We are wririug to urgeyou to RESTOREfunding cursto the budgetfor the Mayor’s )ffice
of Culture and theArts (MOCA).

Currently the proposedbudget is S 172,500CUT 50% from S 345,000. II this budget is
allowedto moveforward, then importantsupportfor a rrs andculturewill he eliminatedthis
year

Thesmall grantsthatcould be preserwdin this eflbrt addso much to the viraliB’ of our city
and AlSO leverageorher resources,sustainjobs, and help an alreadystretchededucatE‘n
system. Many of thesegrants are awardedto subsidizecornmuniry prograins, and accessto

arts learningandengagementCr our youth.

Lasryear 76 groupsbenefirredfrom thesesmallgrants — spanninga wide diversity of cultures
andartsdisciplines. Arts andCulture organizationsbigandsmallcreatehugeimpact for this
small investmentby filling gaps in our educationsystem,providingengagementfor ouryouth
in critically-neededafterschoolprograms.AND generatethecontentthat attractsvisitors to
ot r islandsfro in around the world.

The economicbenefitof this sectoris often hard to calculate,hut very real. \X’e do know
that on a city level, every dollar investedin the granting programhasgenerateda return of
investmenrof threedollars Cr the culturaleconomy.

In difficult economictimes, cutting in areasthat actually CEN ER,ATE economicactivity
seemsunwiseand short sighted.

\Ve hopethe BudgetCommitteeof the Honolulu City Councilwill agreeand supporta vi-

sion for the furure of Honolulu Countythat sustainsa healthyartssector.

Mahalo,

Marilyn Crismofori
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